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Dry Month of Discernment Acknowledgment 
 

 

After careful consideration and thoughtful dialogue, JVC Northwest requests the participation of all Jesuit Volunteer 

(JV) communities in a program-wide Dry Month of Discernment beginning on the first day in locale (August 11, 

2019) and concluding one month from that date (September 11, 2019). During this month, all JVs will not consume 

alcohol in locale while discerning community norms and agreements regarding alcohol for the remaining program year. 

 

 

MOTIVATION 

 

JVC Northwest recognizes the impact of alcohol in all of our locales. Some JV communities are currently designated as 

“dry” or “three-month dry discerning” for all or part of the program year. The purpose of this designation stems from the 

historical trauma caused by the introduction of alcohol in specific locales. The intention of our program is to respond to 

this reality in a way that aligns with the vision and values of JVC Northwest: by stepping back, learning from 

communities about the impact of alcohol in their locales, and reflecting on personal relationships with alcohol.  

 

We have seen that this designation can contribute to a sense of division across our JV locales. The work of engaging in 

deeper learning is purposeful for all JVs, not only for those living in a dry locale. The effects of alcohol are not only 

confined to specifically designated locales, but reach all the communities whom JVs serve. This framework, paired with 

continued feedback from current and former JVs, generated greater recognition of the need for intentional individual and 

collective reflection around alcohol for JVs throughout our program in all of our locales.  

 

 

DRY MONTH OF DISCERNMENT PROCESS 

 

In order to more actively respond to the feedback we have identified, JVC Northwest requests that all JV communities use 

the first month of their JV experience to abstain from consuming alcohol, examine and reflect upon their personal 

relationship with alcohol, and consider the role it can and will play in community life. The discernment process will be 

guided by a series of resources for personal and community reflection and conversation. These resources, provided at 

Orientation, will focus on the following: 

 

 Examination of our own relationship to alcohol and how alcohol has impacted or informed our personal 

histories, understandings, and identities; 

 Practical tools to support a commitment to refrain from consuming alcohol during the first month in locale; 

 Relationship between alcohol and the JVC Northwest values of social and ecological justice, simple living, 

community, and spirituality/reflection; 

 Personal and systemic impacts of alcohol experienced by the people and populations that JVs accompany; and 

 Articulation of community agreements which honor and respect community members’ needs and preferences 

related to alcohol. 

 

At the end of the dry month of discernment, we ask JV communities to compose a statement of intent articulating their 

shared plans, hopes, and expectations around their relationship with alcohol for the remainder of the service year and to 

share those goals and expectations with their Program Coordinator and support community. During Fall Area Visit, 

communities and PCs will discuss the statement of intent and JVs’ experiences.  

 

My signature below indicates my receipt and understanding of this addendum. I also verify that I have been provided with 

an opportunity to ask questions about the addendum. 

 

____________________________________________  ___________________ 

Signature       Date 

____________________________________________  ___________________ 

Print Name       Date 


