
About Omak
After JVC Northwest started in Copper Valley Alaska

in 1956, Omak was the first JV community in the
lower-48, starting in the mid 1960s. Located in a

distinctly rural, arid, Western locale, this is one of the
remaining placements which directly inherits the

tradition of Jesuits being invited to minister to Native
American populations in the Northwest. Serving the

Colville Reservation, a 12-tribe confederation, the St.
Mary’s Mission and Paschal Sherman Indian School
are seven miles away and a world apart from Omak.

The town of Omak is located 110 miles NW of
Spokane and140 miles NE of Seattle, and has 38% of

its population living below the federal poverty level.
The Okanogan County demographics are comprised
of White, Latino, and Native populations. Being that
Washington state is the largest exporter of apples,
Omak is surrounded by orchards of which employ

migrant populations to harvest their apples.
Okanogan Behavioral Healthcare (OBHC) is the only

Community Mental Health Center in Okanogan
County, which is the largest by area in the State of

Washington. The JVs live at St. Mary's Mission on the
Paschal Sherman Indian School grounds, which is

part of the reservation.

Joys of Omak
Omak is positioned perfectly right to the east of the

Cascades (endless hiking and scenery) and just south
of the Canadian border (a stones’ throw away from

poutine!). Whether you want delicious brunch at
Breadline on a Sunday, a dinner at Rancho Chicos, or
to catch a movie at one of two movie theatres, you will
be satisfied with the food and company! You are able

to experience a mix of ranching, native, and small-
town culture compiled into a spectacular event called
Stampede. Living in a valley, you will never run out of
magnificent sun rises and sun sets, as well as starry

nights.


